2020

www.BritishMilitaryHistory.co.uk

Author: Robert PALMERI.A.

Consolidatd Liberator B24 D

With Air Crew led By Lt. HILL, U.S.A.A.F.
of the 479" Anti-Submarine Group, R.A.F. St. Eval in 1943

THE LAST FLIGHT OF

LIBERATOR 414019

A narrative of the last flight d€onsolidated Liberator, 424019 of the U.S.A.A.Rvhich crashed

nearHartland Point in North Devon on 22 January 19diBng theten Americans who were the
air crew of the Liberator.

Copyright ©www. BitishMilitaryHistory.co.uk (220)


http://www.britishmilitaryhistory.co.uk/

ZRN[0)V/=Tgglefel2dopd0) [THE LAST FLIGHT OF LIBERATOR2Y

The Last Flight of Consolidated Liberator-2#019

Version: V34
This edition dated: 4 November2020
ISBN: Not yetallocated.

All rights reserved. No part of the publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means including; electronic,
electrostatic, magnetic tape, mechanical, photocopying, scanning without prior
permission in writing from the publishers.

Author: Robert PALMER (copyright held by author)
Assisted by Stephen HEAIDavid HOWELLS & Graham MOORE
Published privately by: The Authorg Publishing as:

www. BritishMilitaryHistory.co.uk

The Author wishes to aokwledge his grateful thanks to:
Dick EMOINE
Who kindly researched American archives,
and provided the Author with copies of original documents from U.S. sources.
AdditionalMaterial supplied by relatives, including:
TaubeSheddenWURS]David EGERTON, Lee CbAd the SHAHEEN family
and Carol Robertson WHITE, who recently added much to the story.

——
=
| —


http://www.britishmilitaryhistory.co.uk/

ZRN[0)V/=Tgglefel2dopd0) [THE LAST FLIGHT OF LIBERATOR2Y

Contents

Chapter Pages
Introduction 3¢4
TheConsolidated Liberator 4¢6
The 29 Anti-Qubmarine Squadron, U.S.A.A.F. 6¢10
Circumstances of the Crash 11¢ 12
Court ofInquiry 12
The AilGrew

0726188 2" Lt. George O. BROUSSARD, U.S.A.AF. 13
0726340 2"dLt. Leonard L. DECHANT, U.S.A.A.F. 13
0789821 2"dLt. Robert L. SHEDDEN, U.S.A.A.F. 14
0727676 2"dLt. Elliott E. STONE, U.S.A.A.F. 14¢ 15
39164691  T/Sgt Grant L. CRAIG, U.S.AA.F. 15
20384657  T/Sgt Bernard F. HICKMAN, U.S.A.A.F. 15
3106609 T/Sgt Harold KAPLAN, U.S.A.A.F. 15¢ 16
17074873  T/Sgt Frank KOZJAK, Jr., U.S.A.A.F. 16¢ 17
36345627  T/Sgt George M. SHAHEEN, U.S.AA.F. 17
33102549  S/Sgt Louis A. NAGY, U.S.AAF. 18
Conclusions 18
In Memorian 19
Mapsof Crash Site 20¢ 22
Photographs 23¢ 33
Bibliography and Sources 34




ZRN[0)V/=Tgglefel2dopd0) [THE LAST FLIGHT OF LIBERATOR2Y

Introduction

The basic strategic positian September 1939, ahe outbreak of war between Germany, and
France and the United Kingdo(.K.), was folFranceand the U.Kio impose a blockade on
Germany economically, as Germany had few reserves of oil, rubber and iron ore. Conversely,
Germany knew that the U.K. was &land and maritime trading nation, whietas vulnerable to
disruption ofthe main shipping routes across the globe, and in particular, across the North Atlantic.
France also depended on imports of raw materials, including oil, but was less vulndrabléhée

U.K. having land borders with several European countries. France was vulnerable in other ways,
having a dysfunctional political system, born out of the carnage of the First World War, and an Army
which prewar was under resourced, poorly equippd relation to Germany) and lacking dynamic
leadership. Heavy reliance was placed on the fortifications of the Maginot Line along the border
between France and Germany, but not along the border with Belgium.

The rapid fall of France in June 1940 wasordy unexpectedy both sides in the wait changed

the whole narrative of the Second World War, as agatingt of the First World Waronly twenty

one years earlier. Suddenly, five French ports became available to the Gerhavy, and its
submarine (tboat) arm, spread along the Atlantic coast. These gave quicker access to the British
sea lanes, and enaldethe U-boats to cover greater distances with their enhanced rareyed
increased theduration of voyages. In addition, it meant thatddats werenot constrained by
traversing the Iceland Gap, a key bottleneck between the North Sea and the North Atlantic. By late
1942, approximately 90% of althdat operational patrols sailed from these French ports.

At the beginning of the war i8eptember 1939, the threat of an offensive by Germaodts was
knownby the U.K. Governmenbut thought containable by the constraint of operating from bases
in Germany, and the Royal Navy using the underwater search sonar called A.S.D.l.C.. Thie prove
be a false assumption, with the fall of France enhancing the risk to the® G@nhritime trade
significantly. The U.K. started to use land based air@att flying boatsto search forand attack
German and Italian {boats operating from emch ports.

A submarine of the Second World War was more of a submersible torpedo boat, than the true
submarine of the current time. A submarine had to surface daily, usually at nigreécharge its
batteries that powered the submarine underwater. Surfaciraiso allowed the opportunity to
ventilate the boat. tboat commanders found it better to pursue convoys on the surface, as their
surface speed of fifteen knots was vastly superior to the usual three knots underwater. In the early
years of the war, Woats could operate with impunity at night, and d&b with devastating
consequences.
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The U.K. developed metric Radio Direction Finding (R.Ddt¢r known as Radaprior to the
SecondNorld War, and this wastroducedslowlyonto Royal Navy warshipsnd aircraft of Coastal
Command of the Royal Air Force. Thiausg the tactical advantag®wards the U.K., until the
DSNXIyYyQad RS@St2LISR | YSIya 2F RSGSOGAY3T . NRGA
fighting a war against three major adeearies, namely Germany, Italy (from 8 June 1940), and Japan

from 8 December 1941a position the U.K. Government had sought to avolthe decision by the
Japanese military to attack Pearl Harbor shortly after invading the British colony of Malaya, led to
the formal involvement of the U.S.A. in the Second World War, as they declared war on Japan.
Germany and Italy then declared war on the U.S.A., and that country was now embroiled in the

Second World Warr.

The Germans began-lhbat operations off the east cga of the U.S.A., and a second period of
dominance by the Whoats commenced. Due to the invention of the cavity magnetron at the
University of Birmingham in England, new improved centimetric radars were developed by the
British, which they shared with themericans. Although the British were developing aircraft with
these new radars, and lights to illuminatebdats at night, their resources were stretched. Due to
the effect of the Uboat offensive in midl942, the U.K. Government requested the suppdrthe
U.S.A. to address the threat of theldats.

The first aircraft sent to the U.K. by the U.S.A. to address thedt threat were two squadrons of

the United States Army Air Force. Both had been converted from the land bombing role-to anti
submarineRdzi A Sa> 2F4Sy &aSSy Ia | W/ AYRSNBttFIQ gAll
urgent, so after limited preparation, the aircraft were dispatched to the UTKvo were lost en

route, and the arrival of the othemwas drawn out. The American®re coming to a different place,

one that had endured over three years of war, with heavy #acks by the German air forcéhg
Luftwaffe). The Americans also experiendbd realities of rationing, and the commitmehy the

UKG2 | We2RINE QP NI 902Y

Fortunately, the Americans were well received in Cornwall, and reciprocated in their commitment
to the defeat of the kboats. Sadly, along the way tragedies occurred, and lives were lost, but from
these events, lessons were learnatid operationakffectiveness improved. One of these tragedies
was the loss of Consolidated Liberator-24019 on Friday, 22 January 1943. Ten American
servicemen lost their lives, a long way from their families and homes. Their commitment to
defeating Nazi Germany drheir sacrifice will not be forgotten.

The Consolidated Liberator

The Liberator and the Fortress were the two major U.S. strategic bombers of the Second World War.
The concept of the Fortress dated from 1934, but the Liberator was a more modern design, dating
from a U.S. Army specification of 1939. The Consolidétdde Aircraft Corporationin San Diego,
California,signed a contract with the U.S. Army on 30 March 1939, for the construction aof thei
Model 32 fourengine bomber.
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The company moved quickly, with the first prototype flying on 29 December 1939. Itrhadlzer

of advanced features for its period, including a tricycle undercarriage, and its Davis wing of a very
high aspect ratio. Designed by David R. DAVIS, this wing was of a very thin section, and this helped

to give the aircraft its remarkable range.

The U.S. Army Air Corps placed its first contract for seven aircraft in the autumn of 1940, but in the
meantime, the French Government had ordered dnendred and twenty aircraft. France fell

before they could be delivered, shey were delivered to the Ra@l Air Force (R.A.F.). The British
added an order for orviundred and sixtyfive additional aircraft to this first, French batch. The first

R.A.F. Liberator, AM.258, made its maiden flight on 17 January 1941. Six of the early Liberators

were passed td-erry Command to fly ferry pilots and air crew to Canada, in order to fly the
increasing number of U.S. manufactured aircraft to the U.K..

The LiberatorMk. | entered service with R.A.F. Coastal Command in June 1941, with No. 120
SquadronthenbasedatMui Q& / 2Ny SNJ AY b2NIKSNY LNBflyR®

this was far superior to the 1,300 miles of the Sunderland, and so helped close the so called Atlantic

Gap in the air cover to convoy3hese were the primary Very Long Range.R/)lassets of Coastal

Command, and remained so until the end of the war. The Liberator B24C (R.A.F. Liberator Mk. II)

was the first to mount power operated turrets, but had a reduced range of 1,800 miles compared
to the earlier version. Liberators-BICwere used by Coastal Command, equipping No. 120
Squadron, and the newly converted No. 59 Squadron and No. 85 Squadron.

The R.A.F. did natsethe Liberator, or the Fortress, in the strategic bombing role with Bomber
Command in the U.K., apparently becaudke Air Officer Commanding-Chief did not wish to use
American aircraft in his command. The Liberator was used, howevtdre bombing roleby the
R.A.F. in the Middle East, and Scdihst Asia.

The Liberator 24D was the first version mass proddcéor the U.S.A.A.F., with a different
armament arrangement, and the exhaust driven turbBwpercharged enginedesignated as the
Twin Wasp S4G3. In the R.A.F., the Liberato2BD was known as the Liberator MKk. IIl, and used
mainly by Coastal Commard a V.L.R. aircraft, equipped with Air to Surf@&e.V.yadar, and
depth charges to locate and attackbdats. Some were fitted with Leigh Lights beneath their
starboard wings to illuminate doats at night.Further versions of the Liberator were:

1 B-24E (Liberator Mk. I\ Same as 84D, but built at Willow Run factory;

1 B-24G (Liberator MK. V);

1 B-24H (Liberator Mk. VI and Liberator G.R. VIII);

1 B-24J (Liberator Mk. V€ Same as B4H, but built at Willow Run factory;

A total of onethousand, sixhundred and ninetyfour Liberator aircraft were supplied to the R.A.F.
by the Consolidated Aircraft CorporatioAt various times, the Liberator equippetyhtsquadrons
within R.A.F. Coastal Commarmus one squadron in West Africthirteen Bomber squawns in
the Middle East, and fourteen Bomber squadrons in the Far East and-BastiAsia.

——
o1
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The aircraft was a general reconnaissance-amiimarine, or heavy bomber, with an air crew of
eight. It was built of an all metal, stressskin construction, adh fitted with four Pratt & Whitney

Twin Wasp engines. The wing span was 110 feet, its length was 67 feet, one inch, and its height was
17 feet, 11 inches. Empty, it weighed 37,000 pounds, and fully loaded weighed 62,000 pounds. The
maximum speed of thaircraft was 270 miles per houat 20,000 feet, with a range of 990 miles
loaded with 12,800 pounds of bombs, with a maximum range of 2,290 miles. The Liberator Mk. VI
was fitted with twin 0.50 machine guns in the nose, dorsal and tail turrets, withOds@machine

gun on each side of the waist position.

The 29 Anti-Submarine Squadron, U.S.A.A.F.

By June 1942, the U.S.A.Ah&dcommenced training for the antubmarine role at the request of

the U.S. Navy. There were disagreements between the two services eb-baott tactics, and

control of U.S.A.A.F. aircraft by the U.S. Navy. The U.S.A.A.F. established a centralisedilcomman
structureon 15 October 1942, with the establishment of the Agtibomarine Command, headed by
BrigadierGeneral T. LARSON. On 24 November, the U.S. War Department indicated a readiness for
the two U.S.A.A.F. arsubmarine squadrons to work in coopeatiwith Coastal Command, of the
R.A.F., but at this time, the two squadrons were expected to be deployed to French North Africa,
which had recently been invaded by U.S. and British forces.

The 29 Anti-Submarine Squadron of the United States Army Aird~aras constituted as the 523
Bombardment Squadron on 13 October 1942, and was activated on 18 October 1942. It was
allocated initially to the 378 Bombardment Group, but in November 1942, its role was changed to
that of an antisubmarine squadron. Thisquadron was redesignated as tH& &nti-Submarine
Squadron, U.S.A.A.F. on 23 November 1942, and on 14 December, it came under command of the
25" Anti-Submarine Winglt wasagreed that operationally, the Wingould come under the control

of the U.SNavy, or R.A.F. Coastal Command.

The 29 Anti-Submarine Squadron of the U.S.A.A.F. transferred to R.A.F. St. Eval in Cornwall in
January 1943, as a result of the direct request of the British Prime Minister, Winston CHURCHILL.
The Fand 2 Squadronsdrmed the F' Anti-Submarine Group, equipped with lomgnge Liberator
aircraft, fitted with Radar and otheanti-submarine equipment. The squadron was tasked with
operational sorties over the Bay of Biscay against German and Italatd. In additionthe
squadron undertook reconnaissance sorties, air/sea rescue sorties, and other similar tasks as
required by R.A.F. Coastal Command.

On 26 December 1942, Th& 2nti-Submarine Squadrdeft Langley Field, Virginia, to move to the

U.K. in order to supmt R.A.F. Coastal Command. It arrived at R.A.F. St. Eval in Cornwall on 2 January
1943, and commenced operations soon afterwards. The controlling group was redesignated as the
15t Anti-Submarine Group (Provisional) on 15 January 1943. The squadroagwigped with
Consolidated B4 aircraft, knowras Liberators.

——
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Major Wilkie A. RAMBO, U.S.A.A.F. commanded thargi-Submarine Squadron, with Lieutertan
Colonel Jack ROBERTS commarttiedsroup. In general, the air crew assigned to the tamnti-
submarine squadrons were experienced men, and the pilots in command of each air crew relatively
senior in rank. Of the original nine pilots and captains in th&duadron, two were Majorand

the seven others Captains. The unit was a mixtureaséer air force personnel, and recent
volunteers. Anti-submarine duties were not popular within the U.S.A.A.F., only ranking above that
of being an instructor, or flying with a targeawing unit for lack of status. By November 1942, the

15t Squadron comprised nine aircraft, and the"2Squadron twelve. The first three aircraft flew from
Gander in Newfoundland to R.A.F. Benbecula on 6 November 1942, with two of these making it to
R.A.F. St. Eval on 10 November. The third aircraft was delayed as iedegoime maintenance,

and arrived in Cornwall on 12 November. The next tranche of six aircraft were delayed in Maine
due to the weather conditions, and then again delayed at Gander for the same reason. The six
Liberators took off on 23 November, bound tbe U.K.; only two made it. The weather conditions
were appalling, with severe icing conditions and turbulence. The two aircraft that succeeded in
crossing the Atlantic managed to climb to 22,000 feet, and although the conditions remained poor,
they were sufficiently good enough for the air crew to continue the flight. Three Liberators gave up
and returned to Gander, a sensible decision under the circumstances. The sixth Libeeatdr
number 4111650,disappeared without trace, somewhere over tNerth Atlantic. Sources differ

over the number of airmen aboard this Liberator when it was lost, but it appears that eleven men
from the Pt Anti-Submarine Squadron were lost on this day, namely:

0411741  Capt Arthur lenry TUTTLE, JtJ.S.A.A.F. Pilot& Captain Missing
0-790244 2™ Lt. Luther E. HOGAN, U.S.AAF. Second Pilot Missing
0421209  Capt Sachse WALLACE, U.S.A.A.F. Navigator Missing
O-XXXXXX Capt Joseph H. NESBIT, U.S.A.A.F. Bombardier Missing
6981271 T/SgtMichael J. MORRISEXS.A.A.F. Engineer Missing

SSgtRaymond B. HOKH.S.A.A.F. Radio Operator Missing
7025649 SSgtVernon R. SENTZ, U.S.A.A.F. AE Missing
14070254  SSgtWilford O. GAINES, U.S.A A F. AR Missing
18036979  T/SgtJoseph T. HUTSOMN.S.A.A.F. A.S.V. Operator Missing

S/SgtCarl J. ANDERSON, U.S.AA.F. Gunner Missing
6898253 T/Sgt John W. YINGLINGS.A . A.F. Missing

Following the loss of Liberator 411650, subsequent flights to the U.K. were made by a southern
route, flying fran the US.A. to Trinidad, theto Brazil, Ascension Island, Accra in the Gold Coast
(Ghana), Bathhurst in the Gambia, Morocco, Gibraltar, to finally reach R.A.F. $t Eeaiwall,
England All of the aircraft of the  Anti-Submarine Squadron took this soetim route. They left
Langley Field between 10 and 24 December 1942, with the first reaching R.A.Bl &b. E¥anuary
1943.

——
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Liberator 4324010 was lost flying from Trinidad Brazil on 21 December 1942, even though it was
taking thesouthern, and supposedly safer routeheTaircraft waseported to have eleven air crew
on board,who were

o 2" Lt. Jack ENOCHSS.AAF. Pilot & Captain Missing
o 2" Lt. Eldred GRAW.S.A.A.F. Second Pilot Missing
o 2" Lt. Clifton POQIU.S.A.A.F. Missing
O 2" Lt. Michael TICHANSKY, U.S.A.A.F. Missing
S/Sgtlack HOPSON, U.S.A.A.F. Missing
S/Sgt Floyd LONGBOTTOM, U.S.AA.F. Missing
S/Sgt Harry SLOAN, U.S.A.A.F. Missing
Sgt Howard DAVIS, U.S.A.A.F. Missing
Sgt Bernard KLINGO, U.S.A.A.F. Missing
Sgt John McNICHOLS, U.S.A.A.F. Missing
Cpl Chas RUSSELL, U.S.A.AF. Missing

Compared to the air crew, the ground crew had an uneventful crossing, sailing on the R.M.S. Queen
Elizabeth from New York to the Clyde estuary. After disembarking, they travelled by train down to
Cornwall, a long journey by U.K. standardibe honour of the first operational sortie fell to Captain
Isaac J. HAVILLAND and his crew, who completeddhéwlithout incident on 16 November 1942,

just nine days after arriving at R.A.F. St. Effaiture operations developed only slowly, as aircraft
trickled in to Cornwall.The first operation that the "® Anti-Submarine Squadron managed to fly

was on 16 January 1943. By this date, between the squadrons, they had only thirteen Liberators
available for operations.

The two U.S.A.A.F. argubmarine squadrons had expected to fly to the U.K. in order to inmsi
themselves with the current state of the offensive against thbdats in the North Atlantic, and

then move to French North Africa. On their arrival at R.A.F. St. Eval, the squadrons found that no
one had anyspecific orders for them, althoughe U.S.A.A.F. had assigned about sixty mechanics,
ordnance and armament specialists, who arrived on 17 November. These men, however, arrived
without pay cards, adequate clothing and timecessary equipment. There wen® separate
messing facilities for thémericans, who learnt quickly the reality of rationing in the UKe
Americans realised that the British meals were of an inferior standard compared to what they were
used to in the United Stateskortunately, Colonel ROBERTS, U.S.A.A.F. and GrognGalptL.
DAWSON, R.A.F., the commanding officer of R.A.F. St. Eval, got on extremely well together, with
ROBERTS describing DAWSONKE &4Jf S Y R dapable, afficienGaBd\Jarticularly diplomatically
gAOK | T2INBebriayy 1943, makt€mproved when the Americans opened their own
messing facilities, which created other tensions between the allies as the disparity in the standards
of food became known. The American officers were billeted in the Trevelgue Hotel in Newquay,
while the otherranks had accommodation near the airfield. Omi@eo matter the Americans noted

was that the British employed women on a wide range of duties, not the restricted ones applied to
American women.

——
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R.A.F. St. Eval was one of only two Coastal Command stawarable in SoutiWest England at

the beginning of 1943the other being R.A.F. Chivenor in North Devon. R.A.F. Predannack in
Cornwall had opened by this date, but was being used by Fighter Command as its runways were not
long enough to allow Liberatots take off safely, and R.A.F. Davidstow Moor (also in Cornwall) was
just being completed. In consequence, R.A.F. St. Eval was crowded, housing No. 502 Squadron, No.
10 Operational Training Unit, and No. 1404 Meteorological Flight. As the number @iiror&it

grew, No. 5@ Squadron wamoved toHampshire in February 1943.

One of the main issues that the American air crew had to learn to waipevas flying in a crowded

war zone, over the sea, in changeable weather conditions, and in a countrygledted different
procedures than back homé&he weather dominated operational planning, as fronts could move in
rapidly from the Atlanti®Ocean and with warm air meeting cold, sea fog was a common problem.
On 20 December 1942, one aircraft from tHéSquadron became hopelessly lost when solid, low
cloud came in rapidly during a sortie. The winds changed speed and direction, making dead
reckoning navigation very difficult. After eleven hours in the air, they used their radar to establish
that they weae flying over Southern Ireland, and after some eventual twists and turns, they managed
to land safely at R.A.F. Jurby on the Isle of Man after thirteen hours in the air. One aspect the
Americans liked, was the British air to ground communications arettitn finding, which was
superior to that found in the U.S.A..

Operational sorties were usually of between ten to twelve hours in duration, although the maximum
was about sixteen hours. Equipped with the 10 millimetre A.S.V. radar, and long rangd¢ioaaiga
systems, the aircraft operated out over the Western Atlantic and Bay of Biscay. Most of the patrols
were long and boring, with the possibility of a sudden, intensive few minutes, if a target was
identified and sighted. The Liberator could carry 800 pound depth charges, which were usually
set to explode at a depth of twentfjve feet.

The first operational loss was an aircraft from ti¥eShuadron, Liberator 423997, flown by Captain
Lawrence L. LOLLEY and his air crew, which disappeared on 6 January 1943.

0406575  Capt Lawrence LOLLAY.S.AA.F. Pilot & Captain Missing
0431917  1%Lt. Thomas WORTHAM.S.A.A.F. Second Pilot Missing
0789804 2" Lt. Robert PICKFORIDS.A.A.F. Navigator Missing
0660357  1%tLt. ElImer HERROWN,S.A.A.F. Bombardier Missing
6995473 T/SgtRobert RUNKL.E.S.A.A.F. FlightEngineer Missing
6995285 T/Sgt James CUNNINGHAM, U.S.A.A.F. RadioOperator Missing
14033680  SgtWilliam ARNQU.S.A.A.F. Radio Operator Missing
13007318 SSgtJohn BELENSKLS.A.A.F. Aerial Engineer Missing
34117561  T/Sgtlohn HADENJU.S.A.A.F. A.S.V. Operator Missing
6997346 S/SgtRaymond STARR.S.A.A.F. Gunner Missing

——
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It transpires that Liberator 423997 was shot down by a German singigine FW 190 fighter, from

8 Staffel/JG2, abouteventyfive milesfrom Ouessant, off the French coast. This unit of the
Luftwaffe had only recently arrived in Brittano counter the success of the British Beaufighters in
establishing air superiority over the Bay of Biscay.

An example of the issues caused by the congestion at R.A.F. St. Eval occurred on 10 January, when
Armstrong Whitworth Whitley Mk. V, Z.6464;Glof No. 10 Operational Training Unit, collided with
Consolidated Liberator 423923 of the I Squadron, on the airfield itselfThe Whitley was taking

off on an operational sortie, while the Liberator was holdiagaiting clearance to take off on

another operational sortie. The Whitley swung on taé®, which the pilot was unable to control,
resulting in the front of the Whitley hitting the front of the Liberator. Both aircraft caught fire as a
result of the collision. Six of the air crew from thbdrator managed to escape the aircraft, these

being 29 Lt. Walter A. KRONZEL, thepilot, { k { 3G a® [ ' [{9,> {k{3i
SULLENBURGER, Sgt J. W. MANSFIELD, and Sgt A. W. LUNDY. The Radio Operator, T/Sgt Jame
LOWRY managed te@pe, but sufferedevere burnsHe succumbed to his injuriegéa that day.

The Navigator and Bombardief! ILt. Everett E. HASKELL from Ohio, &Adlt2 Joseph H. BAGLEY

of Virginia, were trapped in the nose section of the Liberator. The pilqi. Bartram C. MARTIN

of Butte, Montana, climbed from the wreckage, and helped several of the crew to escape. He then
went back into the aircraft to extract the two trapped men, but the fuel tauekupted, and he was
severely burned, and died shortly afteards. The Navigator and Bombardier also perished in the
crash. Two members of the air crew of the Whitley, Sgt J. R. TERRY, and Sgt A. I. DAVIES also died i
the crash, but Sgt A. R. KNOWLES, Sgt K. SANDERSON, and Sgt K. L. WEST all suryived, albeit in
and Sgt AMOS survived uninjured.

The depth charges on board the two aircraft exploded in the fire, with debris scattered over a wide
area. Major Bertram MARTIN (who received a promotion joleséd to the day of the death) was
awardedposthumously the Distinguished Flying Cross for his selfless bravery. Most of the American
airmen did not see operational service again, as they had suffered burns and other injuries. They
were treated at the Royal Cornwall Hospital in Truro, before mehg to the U.S.A. for further
treatment and rehabilitation.

Circa 11 March 1943, the squadron moved to Port Lyautey, in French Morocco, to operate over the
mid-Atlantic Ocean. The group became the 202nhti-Submarine Group (Provisional) on 1 March
1943. The squadron and group continued to operate from French North Africa until January 1944,
when the group and its two constituent squadrons returned to the U.SWRith antisubmarine
operations now thedomain of the U.S. Navihe U.S.A.A.F. arBubmarine Command having been
disbanded in August 1948)e group and its two squadrons were disbanded on 29 January 1944.

10

——
| —



ZRN[0)V/=Tgglefel2dopd0) [THE LAST FLIGHT OF LIBERATOR2Y

Circumstances of the Crash

On 22 January 1943, Consolidate@4D Liberator, seriadumber 4124019, took off fom R.A.F. St.
Eval inCornwall on a routine, eigktour, daylightpatrol out over the Bay of Biscay. The aircraf
used the calkign SSugar, and its air crew of ten were:

0726188 2" Lt. George O. BROUSSARD, U.S.A.A.FF.  Pilot & Captain Killed

0726340 2" Lt. Leonard L. DECHANT, U.S.A.A.F. Second Pilot Killed
0789821 2" Lt. Robert L. SHEDDEN, U.S.AA.F. Navigator Killed
0727676 2" Lt. Elliott E. STONE, U.S.A.A.F. Bombardier Killed
39164691  T/Sgt Grant LCRAIG, U.S.A.A.F. Engineer Killed
20384657  T/Sgt Bernard F. HICKMAN, U.S.A.A.F. Radio Operator Killed
31066209  T/Sgt Harold KAPLAN, U.S.AA.F. Gunner Killed
17074873  T/Sgt Frank KOZJAK, Jr., U.S.A.A.F. Gunner Killed
36345627  T/Sgt George M. SHAHN, U.S.A.A.F. Gunner Killed
33102549  S/Sgt Louis A. NAGY, U.S.AAF. Gunner Killed

As it was returning to its base, the weather over Cornwatéderated, with low cloud and ehse

seafog along the North Cornwall and North Devon coastline. Withdhcraft approaching the
coastline, the Radio Operator requested assistance from the Duty Controller of No. 19 Group,
Coastal Command based in Plymouth, in order to locate R.A.F. St. Eval. The Controller was asked to
provide homing directions for the miraft, but as the request was made on an incorrect radio
channel, the Duty Controller did not respondl/Sgt HICKMAN apparently requested homing
assistance from No. 19 Group on seven occasions in the space ofttfortyinutes;four of these
requestswNBS LINBFI OSR gAUGK GKS GSNXY WAYYSRAFGSQ 2N

The Duty Controller at R.A.F. St. Eval realised what was happening, amgptaiieto contact the
aircraft, sadly without succes#t about 16.50 hourshie Liberator flew into cliffs about two miles
east of Hartland Point, in North Devon; about forty miles away from its base near Newquay in
Cornwall. The aircraft struck the cliffsEldern Point, abov8hipload Bagbout fifty feetbelow the

top of the clififace. All the air crew died instantly, atite aircraft was destroyed.

The crash was reported to R.A.F. Cleave at 17.00 hours, nine and half miles north of the R.A.F.
airfield. The Commanding Officer, accompanied by three officers, the ambulance, and the Medical
Officer, immediately proceeded to the scene of the acciderit.th& occupants had died instantly
following the crash.R.A.F. Cleavieformedthe parent station of the aircraft, R.A.F. St. Ewddich

was thirtythree miles to the southwith all necessary aan being taken by R.A.F. St. Eval based
personnel This probably included a mix of R.A.F. and U.S.A.A.F. personnel.

——
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All the deceased wenecovered from the scene, and laid to résgetherat the Brookwood Military
Cemetery, near Woking in Surrelj.appears that the families were led t@leve that their next of

kin had died in operations over Germany, as this statement appeared in local papers announcing
the deaths of the air men. How this came about is not clear.

In 1948, in line with the national policy of offering families theuratoftheir deceased nexof-kin

to the United States, seven of the deceased were exhumed, and returned to the U.S.A. The
remaining three air crew were exhumed, and reburied in the Cambridge American Cemetery,
outside the City of Cambridge in England.

Gourt of Inquiry

The F' Anti-Submarine Wing (Provisionapnvened a Court ofnquiry, whichinvestigated the
nature and possible cause of the loss of the aircraft. ThARi-Submarine Squadrdielt that the

loss of the aircraft, and ten atrew, was unnecessary, and could have been avoided if the pilot had
remained off the coast until he had gained assistance from the ground, as he had plenty of fuel to
do so. Alternatively, if the pilot was flying on instruments, he should have flowrhagher, and

safer, altitude.

The actions of No. 19 Group were criticized, with the suggestion that better judgment should have
been shown by the officein-charge of the Group radio station. The report statéd; KS | A NONJ 7
obviously in difficulty,ansequently, it is believed that the 19 Group Station should not have quibbled
F62dzi | { StbKgyrdp@dentatien® weee made to the Air Officer Commanding No. 19
Group, to ensure that in any future similar situation, all possible assistancelwotibe withheld

because of a technicality.

The air crew were restricted at the time to daylight flying only, and although not inexperienced, they
had probably not encountered conditions as bad as on 22 January. The weather at St. Eval at 17.00
hours wa overcast, with continuous drizzle, visibility of four miles, and 10/10 cloud at 3000 feet.
At R.A.F. Chivenor, the weather was similar, with intermittent light rain, calm, 8/10 cloud cover, and
visibility of four miles. Although it is stated in someuss®s that the Liberator had diverted to
Chivenor, either of its own accord, or by direction from R.A.F. St. Eval, this is not evidenced in any
official documentation. The key area in terms of weather was Hartland Point, where there was fog
and drizzle, he sky was obscured, and visibility was only 100 yards. This means that the weather
conditions around Hartland Point were significantly worse than in othesiaup or down the coast.

The condition$iad deteriorated since 15.50 hours, meaning the weathas closing in, rather than
improving.

1 BISHOP & HHYsses of the™8and 9" Air Forces Volume 1 p.8fatessW¢ KS LI I yS KIR 0SSy RA @S
9t (2 wo! dCP [/ KAPSY2NE 5S@2yaKANB® Thiskd refedéddzd ik G FA I
www.yourfatherswar.com/index.php/2016/05/08/robetttshedden/ but, this account is contradicted in the MACR

report, and by other evidence. Withdu 1 y26Ay 3 GKS LINAYIFNBE &2daNOS 2F . L{I ht
as a primary source is more credible.
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The AirCGew

0O-726188Second Lieutenant GeorgesCarBROUSSARD, U.S.A.A.F.

GeorgeOscaBROUSIRD, Junior, came from Louisiana, and was born in New Orleans on 1 January
1918. His father was George Oscar BROUSSARD, Senior, and his mother, Lela BR@Y3SARD.

he had two siblingsa sister Lelaand brother Charles, who was eleven years younger than him.
Georgestudied at college, and attended Louisiana State UniversiBatdn Rouge, graduating with

an engineering degreeAt the time of his enlistment, he was living with his parents at 1027 Second
Street, Morgan City, Louisiana. He worked for the Bridge Department, of Louisiana Highway
Commission.

Prior to the loss oftte Liberator, BROUSSARD and his air crew had completed four local training
flights from R.A.F. St. Eval, and one operational sortie. He hatifmared and sixty hours of flying
experience, of which twdnundred and fifty were on the Consolidatee?BD. BROUSSARDarried

Elodie Catherine BREFFEIHRrima, Arizona, on 2 July 194#refore,the Purple Heart medal was
presented to her after his deathHe is buried in Section 15, Site 76, of the Arlington National
Cemetery, Virginidn a common grave witHarold KAPLAN.

0O-726340Second Lieutenant Leonard L. DECHANT, U.S.A.A.F.

Leonard L. DECHANT was born on 15 July 1919, in Alameda County, California, U.S.A., the son of
Harry Peter and Stella Adele DECHANIE.father was born in 1882 in Franklin Township, Warren,
Ohio, and his mother in Cincinnati, Hamilton, Ohio in 1886.ryHard Stella married in Hamilton
County, Ohiobut then moved to Alameda County in California, where they were living by 1910. The
O2dzLX SQa OKAf RNBY glL8ddadhad arfoldgr Brotiér, Hagfy Peter DAANE NI/ A |
Jr., who was born in 191@nd two sisters, Katherine born in 1913, and Suzanne born in 1915. In
addition, he had one younger sibling.

On 22 February 1939, DECHANT and a friend, Donald C. TYSON, crashed a car on a steep hill it
Berkeley, California. The steering gear locked,thay hit a tree, resulting in both of them receiving

facial injuries. They had to attend Berkeley General Hospital for treatment. At the time of this crash,
DECHANT was living at 1970, Los Angeles Avenue.

Leonard went to the University of CalifornigBerkeley, and was a member of the Alpha Tau Omega
social fraternity chapter at Berkeley. He enlisted in the U.S.A.A.F. on 15 December 1941, at San
Francisco, California, and gave his occupation as aet®mvas the G®ilot (or Second Pilot) aboard

the aircraft when it crashed. He is now buried in Plot K,88, of the Golden Gate National Cemetery,
San Bruno, California.

——
| —
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0O-789821Second Lieutenant RoberucianSHEDDEN, U.S.A.A.F.

Robert L. SHEDDEN was born on 5 February 1919, in Glenn Falls, New York. His father John Shepar
SHEDDEN, had served as an officer in the Army Service Corps in 1918, and 1919, transferring to the
WdzR3IS | R@20I 1SQ&a 5SLI NI YSy (land wad rlatedInlodelioh theS R f
passengers aboard the MayfloweHis maternal grandparents were the Count and Countess Von
TAUBE, of Sweden. Roblead one brother, Shepard, and two sisters.

The family maintained a home at East'@treet,New York Citybut lived in Pleasantville, and later

in Chappaqua. Robert attended Lawrenceville Prep School, and graduated from Williams College,
Massachusetts, where his father had studied. In 1940, Robert commenced his studies at the
prestigious Columbia Law Schoés the Second World War drew closer to the United States, Robert
volunteered for the Army Air Force, as an Aviation Cadet, and commenced his service three weeks
before the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor formally brought the U.S.A. into the war.

On 21May 1942, he married Virginia SHAW of Rye, New York, whom he had met at the Law School.
¢tKS® YFINNASR Ay {0 tldAZ Qa 9LIAaO02LI f [/ KdzNOKX
statusin local society their marriage was reported in the New MoTimes. Shortly after their
wedding, Robert was assigned to tH¥ 2nti-Submarine Squadron, and posted to England.

He is buried in Grave 44, Row 6, Plot D, of the Cambridge American Cemetery, in England, but is also
commemorated in the Riverside CerSeNE = t € F G0 A0 dz2NBKZ bSg 2N = |
Ay weS>X gKSNBE KA A fanily FeBetvad aPurpfehHedand thé ArSviedl for | A &
w20SNIQa aSNBAOS Ay (KS {SO2yR 22NIR 21| N I A
Army Air Force during the war.

O-727676Second Lieutenat Elliott Enest STONE, U.S.A.A2F.

Elliott EnestSTONE was born in 1918 in Missouri, U.S.A., and was the Bombardier (or Bomb Aimer
or Air Bomber in R.A.F. terminology) on the flighlis father was William Ernest STONE, who was
born in 1881 in Holsworthy, North Devon, England. He emigrated to thA.lih2.909, and married

Anna D. DAVIES in 1913, in Webb City,elabfissouri. She was born in that county of the U.S.A.

on 11 June 1894, so was much younger than her husband. They had three children, Mary Dorothy,
born in 1914, William Thomas born oA April 1916, and Elliott Ernestorn in 1918; all three being

born in Missouri.

ELLIOTWas a graduate of th&vebb City High School, and tbaiversity of Missouri $hortly after
receiving his commission, he married Miss Sue WRIGHT, of SalisburyyrMisS6ONE was a
member of the Sigma Nu fraternity, and attended a Methodist church near his home.

2 The Find a Grave entry for STONE shows him holding the rank of (First) Lieutenant in the U.S.A.A.F.
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| A4 ONRBOKSNE [Gd 2 Aff ALl ¥Ysoerkistel inthe US.A AR B 1941, yh2 & Y
January 1942, both STONE brothers were called uganito Bakersfield, California, to undertake

their training. Bill was chosen to train as a pilot, butied on 26 August 1942, at Barksdale Field,
Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana.

Elliott STONE was originally buried in the U.K. but after the Second World War, his body was
exhumed and taken to the U.S.A.. A graveside memorial service was held at the Mount Hope
Cemetery in Webb City on 22 December 1948. Elliott was laid to reshiwitirotherin Section 17

of the Mount Hope Cemetery, Webb City, Jasper County, MissHeriwas buried with full military
honours with the Reverend Ralph ROLAND officiating. Elliott and Bill were survived by their sister,
Miss Mary STONE, also of WeDity.

39164691Technical Sergeant Grant L. CRAIG, U.S.A.A.F.

Grant CRAIG came from the U.S. state of California. He was the Engineer (or Flight Engineer in R.A.F.
terminology) on the aircraft. He is buried in Grave 48, Row 4, Plot F, of the Cambmégeak
Cemetery and Memorial, just outside the British city of Cambridge.

20384657Technical Sergeant Bernard F. HICKMAN, U.S.RA.F.

The Radio Operator on Liberator S/2 was Bernard HICKMAN, who was born on 28 August 1907, and
came from the state dbouh Dakota. He is buried in Gra®86, Section 12, of the Arlington National
Cemetery in Virginia, U.S,Aaving been returned from Brookwood Military Cemetery on 19 July
1948.

31066209Technical Sergeant Harold KAPLAN, U.S.AA.F.

Harold KAPLAN wasiim on 7 September 1918, in Massachusetts, U.S.A.. His parents were Samuel
and Jennie Grace KAPLAN, but his fatherdemeased him, dying in 1942His father, Samuel
Abraham KAPLAN was born in Lithuania in 1886, and came to the United States itH00&e,

Jennie GRACE, was born in Russia in 1886, and emigrated to the United States in 1903 with her
family. Samuel and Jennie married and settled in Worcester, Massachusetts, wherdirgheir
daughter, Rose Leah, was born in 1914. Charles was ttiechikd, followed by Harold and Lillian.

In 1930, the family were living at 14, Fox Street, Worcester, with Samuel working as a fruit seller.
The family were of the Jewish faith.

The Jewish Civic Leader on 5 February 1943 states:

Worcester Jewry mousnthis week its first Jewish war casualty with the death of Master
Sergeant Harold KAPLAN, 24 years old, who was killed in action over Western Europe, Jan 22.

3 The Find a Grave entry for HICKMANvghibim holding the rank of Master Sergeant.

[ 1)
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The sad news was received by his mother, Mrs. Jennie (GRACE) KAPLAN, of 25, Mendon
Street. Segeant KAPLAN was a bombardier, radio operator, and aerial gunner. Two weeks
ago, the Civic Leadermeed his picture accompanyiragstory of his arrival in England. Beside

his mother, he leaves a brother, Charles, two sisters, Lillian and Rose, ¢heHattvife of

Alfred ISRAELTON, and alsoexe Ann Dorothy ISRAELTON.

T/Sgt KAPLAN is buried in Section 15, Site TBedirlington National Cemetery, in the same grave
as his pilot, George O. BROUSSARD.

17074873 Technical Sergednatank KOZJAK, Jr.,

Frank KOZJABunior,g K2 g & 1 Yy 2 was borndn 28 Décénthe® ¥923, in lllinois, U.S.A.,

and was one of the gunners on the Liberator when it crash¢e.was a son of Frank KOZJAK, who

was twentyeigk it &8 SFNEQ 2F |3S gKSYy . 106S gl a odeys |y
His father was an immigrant from Slovenia, and although his mother was born in Missouri, her
parents came from Austria and Yugoslavia. In 1930, the family moved to St.Mligssuri, which

is where they were living wén Babe joined the U.S.A.A.F..

Babe KOZJAKIlunteered and enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps on 3 June 1942, at the Jefferson
Barracks in Missouri. He was nineteen years old, and was 5 feet, 9 iathesd weighed 159
pounds. Although his mother considered him young to join the Air Corps, she agreed to honour his
wishes, and permit him to join. He survived hisiahtraining, and qualified as a waist gunner, and
radio operator, before joiningite 2¢ Anti-Submarine Squadron.

Babe KOzJAKburied in Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey, England, @mmemorated in

the Cambridge American Cemeteaysoin England.Mr. and Mrs. KOZJAK, who were living at 4129,
Fillmore Street, St. Louis, reeed the medal of the Purple Heart, which was awarded posthumously
to their son. His mother took his death with difficulty. She used to carry around with her a poem
in memory of her son, which read:

LQY ftSyRAy3a | o62@& G2 !yOoftS {IYZX
AboyGodhaE 2 yYSR (2 YSQ
My constant prayer is ever,

WWdza i |4 D2R ¢gAffa AG (2 o060SQo

If, when this mad strife is over,

D2R gAff KIFI@ZS NBOfFAYSR KAia WYi2lyQs
May we accept his decision,

And be as brave as our own.
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¢KS INARST (GKIFG Ydzad KI @S 0SSy al NEQax
As she followedn up that hill,

| St LJa 2 fSaasSy |ff Y2GKSNRa a2NNRga:z
{dzoYAGOGAY3 (2 D2RQa K2feé gAffd

36345627 Technic&8ergeaniGeorge Mailham SHAHEEN, U.S.A.AF.

George M. SHAHEEN was born on 19 October i®@inton, lowa, U.S.A. His parents were
Malham and Sadie SHAHEEN, who were immigrants from Lebanon. Malham Shaheen HADDAD
came to the U.S.A. from Ain Atta in Lebanon in 1895, dropping the name of HADDAD, angadopti
the family name of SHAHEEN.

Sadie SAAD immigrated fromekfin Lebanon around 1904, and she married Malham in Clinton,
lowa in January 1906. Malham had established a small dry goods and notions store for pack
peddlers in Clinton. Around 1908, the family moved to the Sterling and Rock Falls area of lllinois,
where Malham became a partner in a clothing busin€ssorge started school at Whiteside County,

and completed his®8Grade. In 1908, Margaret was born, but at about the age of two years, she
developed pneumonia and died. Three other siblings were borlalham and Sadie between

1909 and 1913, named Rose, Louis and Mealia. Malham dissolved his partnership, and moved to a
farm near Harmon, Illinois, to take up farming. The family moved from farm to farm, and during
this period (1914 1921), four moresiblings were born: Solomon, Nezema, Ferris and May.

Around 1928, the family moved to a farm near Rock Falls, lllinois, where the last child, Daaxthy
02Ny AY MOpHDPOP ¢tKS FLrYAfeQa oly]l] Oft2aSR Ay (K
family struggled on. Malham and Sadie were people with a strong faith, with all the children being
baptized by an Orthodox priestOn 15 April 1934, ébrge married Opal B. MURPHY, in Hume
Township, Whiteside County, lllinois. They divorced after a only a short period, without having any
children.

As with many people during the Great Depression, George worked for a variety of employers,
including Intenational Harvester, Northwestern Steel and Wire Companies, and at the Rock Island
Arsenal in the town of the same name. In February 1935, Malham gave up the farm, and moved his
family to Erie, lllinois, where he opened a grocery store. All the childeeked in the store up to

1941. Solomon (Sol) was the first of #taldren to be drafted ito the armed brces, and on 5 June
1942, George enlisted in the United States Army Air Force. At the time of his enlistment, he stated
that he worked in the falication of metal productswas divorced at the time he enlisted, and was
without dependents.

With his colleagues, Georg@@gHAHEEMWasburiedin the Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England, but in 1948, his body was exhumed, and sent to the U.8eAvas reburied in a family
plotin the Erie Cemetery, Wtaside County, lllinois, U.S.A., on 4 August 1948.

——
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33102549 Staff Sergeahbuis A. NAGY, U.S.A.A.F.

Louis A. NAGY came from the U.S. state of Pennsylvania. He was an air gunnértmerabear, and
is buried in Grave 10, Row 1, Plot D, of the Cambridge American Cemetery, in England.

Conclusions

It can be said that there is a thin dividing line between success and failure, or life and death. For the
ten men flying in Liberator 424019, it was a matter of fifty feet. The piloasid their air crew had
arrived in Englananly recently and were unfamiliar with flying in such changeable weather
conditions. They were also unaccustomed to British procedures in terms of air traffic Icontro
wartime, including the radio channels to be used, and this exacerbated the difficulties brought about
by the rapidly deteriorating weather conditions over the somthst of England.

Flying in cloud and fog is demanding, and very challenging. Ahp#aio rely orhisinstruments,

and avoid becoming spatially disorientated. For the navigator, the challenges are equally
demanding, as without reference to landmaiiksdaylight, or the starat night, dead reckoning is

the main form of navigating theiraft. Dead reckoning is problematic in changing weather
O2yRAUAZ2Y &> a OKIFIy3aSa AY 6AYR &aLISSR FyR RANEB

These are the realities that faced the air crew of that Liberator, at what should have been the end
of a routine operational sortieOne can only imagine the frustration and anxiety building up as the
men tried to ascertain their position, and gain assistance from the ground. It is probable that the
pilot decided to lose altitude in the hope of breakiogt from the cloudbase, which was at about

300 feet at St. Evaand similar at ChivenorUnfortunately, at that momentthe aircraft was near
Hartland Point, wher¢he cloud base was belothe three-hundred feet tall cliff tops

As the official reporstates, there was not one factor that led to the crash of Liberate24019 on

that Friday afternoon It was a coincidence of several individual factors that conspired against those
ten men on that fateful day. The least we can do is to remember tivels,|and pay tribute to their
commitment in volunteering to fly in wartime, with all the attendant risks that brings.

On 30 September 2020, an information post was unveiled at Eldern Point, near Hartland in North
Devon, to commemorate the crash of Libena41-24019 and the lives of the ten air crew. In due
course, it is hoped to add the names of the ten men in the form of a plague to remember their
sacrifice so far from home.

——
| —
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In Memoriam

Friday 22 January 1943Consolidated B24D¢ 41-24019

Date of . Service .
No. Surname Forenames(s) | Age Death Rank Role Service Number Place of Burial Grave
1. | BROUSSARD | GeorgeOscar 25 | 22/01/43 SIEEE Filelec USAAF.| O72618g | Arington Section 15, Site 76,
Lieutenant Captain bl UOA2Y I
2. | DECHANT Leonard L. 23 | 22/01/43 SEE) second |\, o s AF | O726340 | GOldEN Cate K.88
Lieutenant Pilot bl OGA2Y I
Second . Cambridge Grave 44, Row 6, Plot
3. | SHEDDEN Robert L. 23 22/01/43 Lieutenant Navigator U.S.AAF.| 0789821 | YSNA& OF y| D
. Second . Mount Hope :
4, | STONE Elliott Ernest 24 22/01/43 . Bombardier| U.S.AAF.| O727676 A « Section 17.
Lieutenant I SYQez 2
Technical . Cambridge Grave 48, Row 4, Plot
5. | CRAIG Grant L. 22/01/43 Sergeant Engineer U.S.AAF.| 39164691 I YSN& OF y|F,
6. | HICKMAN Bernard L. 35 | 22/01/43 | lechnical | Radio |\, o0 A | 0384657 | Alington Section 12Grave 986
Sergeant Operator bl UOA2YI €
7. | KAPLAN Harold 22 | 22/01/a3 | Tecnical | 5 ner | USAAFE.| 31066209 | Alington Section 15, Site 76,
Sergeant bl UOA2YI €
8. | KOZJAK Frank 20 | 220143 | Tecnicd | o ner | USAAF.| 17074873 | Brockwood -
Sergeant aAf A0l NE
9. | SHAHEEN George Malham | 36 | 220143 | 1eehmeal | o ner | USAAF.| 36345627 |ONRS [ SY
Sergeant Whiteside County
. Staff Cambridge Grave 10, Row 1, Plot
10. | NAGY Louis A. 22/01/43 Sergeant Gunner U.S.AAF.| 33102549 | YSNR OF y| D
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Map ofthe crash site of Liberator 424019¢ 22 January 1943
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George Oscar
Broussard Jr.

Aboveg A photograph of Second Lieutenant BROUSSARD, Junior, the First

of Liberator 43124019.
Rightg A photograph, which is believed to be Secbieditenant DESCHANT, as
0KS 6SIFNBNJ A& RAALI F@Ay3a KAA LA 2(
Courtesy of: Carol Robertson WHI
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Left¢Second Lieutenant Robert L. SHEDDEN.
Right¢Second Lieutenant Elliott E. STONE

Courtesy ofvww.Ancestry.co.uk
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Leftc¢c k { 3G W. L6SQ Yh®nw Y
Centreg T/Sgt George SHAHEEN

Courtesy ofvww.Ancestry.co.uk

RigtcDS2NHS {11 199bX LRaarofte gKAES GNIYAYyAYy3a d KS Aa
Courtesy of: Carol Robertson WHI
(2]



